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Deputy Headteacher’s Update 
 
This week there has been a flurry of activity in the sixth form as Year 13 students excitedly complete their UCAS 

applications. The range of courses and universities remains impressively diverse, with medicine, engineering and 

science related courses continuing to be among the most popular. 

On Tuesday, three hundred students from Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 took part in the Senior Mathematics Challenge. 

This prestigious competition was organised with military precision by Mr Mills and the mathematics department. 

We look forward to learning the results and celebrating with the students. 

Monday marks the start of our Black History Month celebrations, with assemblies led by our new Year 12 ACS 

leaders. 

The theme for Black History Month this year is particularly relevant to our students as it is focused on the 

celebration of black women. 

The assemblies include celebrating the vital role black women played in shaping history, inspiring change and 

building communities. We will also be exploring themes such as resilience, self-care, and well-being, underscoring 

the strength and determination of black women throughout history, celebrating their accomplishments and looking 

to our students’ roles as the future leaders. 

We will also be paying tribute to black women who’ve made extraordinary contributions across various fields, 

separated into six key themes: 

“Sheroes Among Us”, highlighting contemporary black women who are breaking barriers and shattering 

stereotypes in their respective fields. 

“Pioneering Voices”, featuring black women who have used their voices to speak out against injustice. 

“Innovators and Entrepreneurs”, showcasing black women who’ve made significant strides in business and 

entrepreneurship. 

“Breaking Barriers”, featuring black women who’ve broken down barriers in sports, entertainment and politics. 

“Women Who Move Mountains”, celebrating black women who’ve made significant contributions to science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics. 

  



 

 

“Women Who Lead”, showcasing black women who’ve made significant contributions to leadership and 

governance. 

One particularly inspirational story is that of Dame Jocelyn Barrow. Born in 1929, she moved to the UK in 1959 

and became a teacher, lecturer and professor of education. In addition to her work in civil rights and education, 

Dame Barrow was also an advocate for women’s rights. She was awarded a CBE in 1976 and was made a Dame 

in 1992 in recognition of her services to education and race relations. 

Helping the ACS leaders prepare their assemblies for Black History Month has been a privilege and I look forward 

to our talented students creating their own inspirational stories. Watch this space! 

With best wishes for a restful weekend. 

 

Sarah Sword 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 10 October Black History Recitals 

Wednesday 11 October Year 11 Curriculum Evening – Building Momentum to GCSE 

Monday 16 October Flu Vaccinations Y7-11 

Wednesday 18 October Sixth Form Open Evening for students new to Newstead Wood 

23-27 October Half Term Break 

 

Monday 30 October CPD Day – School closed to students 

Wednesday 1 November Year 13 Curriculum Evening: Key messages for A Level success 

5-17 November Y11 Mock Exams 

Thursday 9 November Parents’ Association Disco 

Tuesday 14 November Learning Together Forum 

Thursday 16 November Year 7 Singing Showcase Evening 

Thursday 23 November Sixth Form Open Evening for current Newstead Wood students 

Thursday 30 November Year 13 Parents’/Carers’ Evening 

Tuesday 5 December Year 8 Curriculum Evening – Studying for Success in Year 8 

Thursday 7 December Christmas Concert 

21 December-2 January Christmas Holiday 

 

  



 

 

Around Newstead  

Primary Schools’ Netball Tournament 

On Tuesday Newstead hosted a Bromley Primary Schools' netball tournament and our own students officiated 

throughout. 

All students did an amazing job umpiring and helping the Year 6 students play their games and have a fun 

afternoon. 

Well done to Sophie, Nadia, Bea, Lily, Maya, Anita, Toluwa and Kishi. 

 

Netball Match Reports 

On Wednesday our Year 8 A and B netball teams had their first league matches against Bullers Wood. 

Both teams are now in the top division and so the B team are playing other schools' A teams, but on Wednesday 

this didn't affect the result - our A team won 20-0 and our B team won 10-1! 

These were both amazing wins, so well done to all who played, especially Mollie and Dolapo who were selected as 

players of the match. 

After a fantastic win of 5-2 by Newstead’s Year 11 A team, with amazing attack and defence from our players 

and great teamwork overall, Newstead are one step closer to victory in the league! 

 

  



 

 

Tennis Success 

Our Tennis Senior Team have played in a knockout stage against Bedford School for a place in the Regional 

Finals.  Amazing teamwork and effort from our girls with all 6 matches won! FINALS here we come! 

Well done to Eloise, Nikita, Anvita and Chloe! 

 

Football Update 

Our U14 Football team have played in a knockout stage for the Kent Cup against Bullers Wood (cup holders 

from last year) with an amazing win 1-0! Newstead Wood have qualified in the top 8 for the Kent Cup and we 

are dreaming BIG! Well done to: Ava, Isabella, Thea, Jean, Ella, Leah, Sophie, Amarachi, Laynnie, Kotono, 

Hanna, Mollie, Lilly and Keerthana. 

 

  



 

 

Monster Madness! 

This week Year 9 students in the Textiles rotation of Design Technology started their new project linking them 

up with Year 3 students at Crofton Junior School. Two classes in Year 3 drew what they thought a monster would 

look like. Their pictures were delivered to us, and each Year 9 student was given a drawing, establishing their 

partnership with their chosen Year 3 student until Christmas! 

When our students unveiled their design drawings and annotations there was a lot of excitement because they 

will now be making the monsters for the Year 3 students and delivering them to them at the end of the rotation! 

The Year 9 students designed and wrote postcards in exchange for the monster drawings to be delivered back 

this week, so that the Year 3 students know that their monster drawings are safe. 

This is an exciting year-long project with two Year 9 classes each term creating two sets of monsters and delivering 

them to Crofton Juniors to get feedback on their manufacturing skills. 

Here are some photos of the first drawings received as well as the postcards designed and written in return! 



 

 

Congratulations to:  

• Vinthya K (13S) whose entry to the OxBright Essay Competition has been shortlisted. The judges were 

impressed with Vinthya's entry, and have invited her to an online Awards Ceremony later this month, 

where the winners will be announced 

We’re keen to celebrate students‘ successes outside school – please email us with any achievements at 

news@newsteadwood.co.uk.  
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Food Bank Collection 

We are donating to Hayes Foodbank this year. Year 7-9 forms are making harvest boxes, and older students are 

welcome to take their donations to younger forms from their own house. There will be house points for best box 

and most donations. 

Donations must be in before the last day of the half term, Friday 20 October. The harvest boxes will be 

collected on stage before school for the food bank to pick up at break time. 

The food bank are particularly keen to receive packed lunch items such as crackers, tinned meats, chocolate bars, 

all long-lasting. Donations aimed more towards children and winter would seem sensible, but all donations will 

be appreciated. 

Thank you to Freya and Bhairavi in Year 13 for organising this. 

History Club 

This week saw another successful instalment of History Club with Skye 

giving a very interesting talk about the South Sea Bubble!   



 

 

Library Update 

Monthly Borrowing Overview 

September 2023: Borrowers: Issues: 

Year 7 133 519 

Year 8 108 360 

Year 9 65 161 

Year 10 49 146 

Year 11 41 126 

Year 12 75 125 

Year 13 37 130 

Total 508 1567 

 

Star Borrowers 

Neevh 7N Aarushi 7F Nmesoma 8S Siya 10W 

Aarya 7N Jasmine 7F Tia 8S Anika  10W 

Florence 7N Fiona 7F Senumi 8S Lucy 10W 

Juliet 7N April 7F Erin 8S Kelechi 10W 

Amelie L 7N Owi 7G Imaan 8F Finn 10F 

Sofia P 7N Daniella 7G Avni  8F Nandana 10G 

Samaira 7N Olivia 7G Rose 8F Raha 10G 

Khushi 7N Mila 7G Anushka 8F Maya 10P 

Luna 7N Mehr 7G Sara 8F Anthiya 10P 

Aaradhna 7W Sophie 7G Caroline 8G Labiba  11W 

Simran 7W Mariam 7P Liya 8G Ruby 11W 

Nidhi 7W Jemima 7P Aksha 8P Aayushi 11W 

Kinjal 7W Livia 7P Taara 8P Livia 11W 

Ruby 7W Elizabeth 7P Layla 9N Vyshally 11S 

Hriya 7W Sophie 8N Reem 9N Fran 12W 

Nilacia 7S Jess J 8N Abigail 9N Julia 12S 

Angel 7S Maya 8N Sian 9N Nana 13N 

Kayla 7S Azkadellia 8N Kamna 9S Grace  13N 

Merisha 7F Charlotte 8S Eunice 9S Meenachey 13N 

Tripti 7F Reika 8S Arielle 9S Ethan 13F 

Dia 7F Olivia 8S Wenxuan 9P Chanel 13P 

Zainab  7F Angel 8S Oluwatoni 10W   

  



 

 

 



 

 

Languages News 

 

Word of the week 

French: un feuilleton - a soap opera 

German: der Zeichentrickfilm - cartoon 

Spanish: levadura - yeast 

Chinese: 秋天 - autumn 

Japanese: うれしい - happy 

Latin: subito - suddenly 

 

 

Next week's words are: 

 

French: l'épaule 

German: der Pfannkuchen 

Spanish: carnicería 

Chinese: 学校 

Japanese: やさしい 

Latin: perterritus 

   



 

 

 

Newstead Wood School Parents’ Association News 

To all the new arrivals: A warm welcome to Newstead Wood School from the Parents’ Association! All parents 

and guardians of Newstead Wood students automatically become members of the NWPA. We aim to enrich the 

school community by helping at school events like plays and open days; providing practical services, like the 

secondhand uniform sales; encouraging parents to support each other through social events and the individual 

class WhatsApp groups; and running fundraising activities like the Year 7 disco and the Family Quiz. We look 

forward to you joining us!  

To those returning: Welcome back! 

Please get involved! The calendar is filling up with events already :) If you have any questions about the Parents’ 

Association, would like to know how to join your class parents’ WhatsApp group, need information on uniform, 

or would like to volunteer to join one of our teams, please get in touch at pa@newsteadwood.co.uk Looking 

forward to a great year at Newstead! 

Thursday 9th November  

Y7/8 Disco 

Tuesday 5th December  

Uniform sale 3.15-4pm  (Volunteers needed 2.30-4 please) 

Y8 curriculum evening 6-7pm (Volunteers from 5-7.30 please) 
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Revision books, uniform, PE kit: for sale from the PA Hut on 

Tuesday 5 December 3.15 - 4pm 

Volunteers are needed from 2.30pm to 4pm  

Great condition... great prices... great for the environment...and great for the school! 

Jumpers (£3 each/2 for £5), 6th form blazers (£5), Skirts (£3/£4), shirts (£2 each, 3 for £5), trainers and 

astroturfs (£3), umbrellas (£1) and other items are also available, plus textbooks and revision books 

(£2 each, 3 for £5) in many subjects. Payment by cash or card.  

VOLUNTEERS to help for an hour or so occasionally would be very welcome, please 

email pauniform@newsteadwood.co.uk for more information. No special skills needed, all training 

given! 

DONATIONS of uniform, PE kit, coats etc. all welcome and can be left at reception anytime.  Please 

remove or cross out names if possible and label the bag 'donations'. Thanks very much for all the 

donations we've had so far; keep them coming! 

Thank you for your support as we help the school, help the environment and help you with 

your shopping! 

mailto:pauniform@newsteadwood.co.uk


 

 

 
 
The PA are excited to announce that we have teamed up with Stikins to offer parents the opportunity to purchase quality 
labels for your children’s school uniform, whilst earning the school commission at the same time! This money can then be 
used to continue to help purchase some of the fantastic resources that benefit our children’s learning. 
 
As we all know, lost property is a problem in all schools and I am sure we are all familiar with our child, at some point, 
coming home from school with a missing item. As parents, we are aware that time is precious, which is why we think 
these labels are such a great idea; they simply stick onto the wash-care label of clothing. They can even be used in shoes! 
Naming of clothing is a school requirement and we are hoping that with this opportunity we can start to eliminate some 
of parents’ frustrations that surround these issues. 
 
How it works: 
Each order placed quoting the school reference number 14318 will provide the school with 30% commission. If you use 
the link on our school website’s Uniform Page to order your labels online, the number is filled in automatically for you! 

https://www.newsteadwood.co.uk/information/uniform
http://www.stikins.co.uk


 

 

 



 

 

After School Arabic language, Quran, Tajweed and Islamic Studies.  

Taught by Imam Abu Ilyas from Jordan   

Monday 4pm - 6 pm  

Boys and Girls aged 5 - 18  

Cost £10 per week 

Starting Monday 25th September 2023 

For more info and to book please contact Imam Abu Ilyas 07701 091428 Info.abuilyas@gmail.com 

 

Contact us and keep in touch 
 
General email enquiries office@newsteadwood.co.uk   

Attendance reporting attendance@newsteadwood.co.uk   

Need to contact a subject? Email the subject name e.g. science@newsteadwood.co.uk  

 

Follow us on Social Media 
 

@NewsteadWood @NWSchoolFund @NWSGEnglish  

@NWSGMaths @NWSGScience @NWSGLangs @NewsteadPE @MusicNewstead @NWSLibrary  

@NWSSixthForm @NewsteadWoodPPE @NWSGTech 

 

@newsteadwoodschool @nwschoollibrary @newstead_art @newstead_food @newstead_textiles 

 
 

www.facebook.com/NewsteadWood 

 

 

Follow us on LinkedIn 

 

 

Easyfundraising 
Help out when you check out! Support Newstead Wood School Parents’ Association  
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/newsteadwoodschool 
 
Thank you to all of you who are supporting the school through a monthly donation – if you still haven’t got 

round to setting this up, forms can be found here. And thank you to all of you who are supporting the school 

library through our Amazon Wishlist.  

 

mailto:Info.abuilyas@gmail.com
mailto:office@newsteadwood.co.uk
mailto:attendance@newsteadwood.co.uk
mailto:science@newsteadwood.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/NewsteadWood
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newstead-wood-school
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/newsteadwoodschool
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http://www.facebook.com/NewsteadWood


 

 

 


